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INVO ACTIVITY & FY17 METRICS

Northwestern faculty may be involved throughout the INVO process (Figure 1).  
The IMs at INVO are primary contacts for the faculty.  The IM shepherds the fac-
ulty, advising on optimal timing for disclosures, working with the USPTO in patent 
prosecution which can last several years, identifying a commercialization strat-
egy—whether it’s licensing to an existing company or a startup that you found, 
and connecting you with the resources available at Northwestern and in the Chi-
cagoland area.  

WHERE DO I BEGIN?
Northwestern is a large university with numerous resources across the Evanston 
and Chicago campuses.  If you are interested in areas of innovation, entrepre-
neurship, and commercialization, we invite you to connect with us at INVO.  We 
encourage new faculty to watch two informative videos  on “Disclosing Your In-
vention” and “Patenting Your Invention” and become familiar with the patent and 
copyright IP policies described on our website.  If you do not have an assigned 
Invention Manager (IM), contact Nick Maull (nicholas.maull@northwestern.edu) 
who can connect you to one with relevant domain expertise. 

COMMERCIALIZATION RESOURCES
Northwestern aims to connect faculty, students and staff to numerous resources 
at the University and in the Chicagoland area (Figure 2). INVO understands that 
the needs of faculty vary dependent on the technology, the stage of commer-
cialization, and the background of individuals.  INVO offers general seminars and 
access to more specific mentoring through various programs.  In addition, INVO 
helps make connections to find space, funding, prototyping sevices, legal as-
sistance, and other resources.  For the Northwestern Guide to Faculty Startups, 
please visit the INVO website to download a copy.

Figure 2.  Summary of Commercialization Resources at Northwestern

Figure 1.  INVO Commercialization Process

INVO’s mission is to catalyze the translation of Northwestern innovations to ben-
efit the public and promote economic growth. INVO’s goal is to commercialize in-
novations that create impact and foster an entrepreneurial community at North-
western.  For more information, visit INVO’s Website: www.invo.northwestern.edu.  
To stay connected with INVO, sign up for our quarterly newsletter on our homepage.
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